
DBCP Capacity Building Workshop on Ocean Observations for 

Operational Services in the Indian Ocean Region

National Report- Sri Lanka

05 - 07 August 2025
Hyderabad, India 

SACHITH WICKRAMASURIYA

Meteorologist 

Department of Meteorology Sri Lanka 



Basic Marine Environment of Sri Lanka 

• Main island of Sri Lanka has an area of 

65,268 Km2

• The Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 

covers an area about 510,000 Km2 

• The Sri Lankan coastline is 1,340 km long

• It has 5 major ports and lots of minor 

ports.  



Existing Capacities for Forecasting

➢ WEATHER FORECAST FOR SEA AREAS AROUND THE ISLAND 

~ 2 times per day



Existing Capacities for Forecasting

➢ 8 DAY FORECAST FOR COASTAL AREAS AROUND SRI LANKA 

~ 1 time per day



Existing Capacities for Forecasting

➢ Multi-day Boats Forecast ~ 1 time per day



➢ FISHERMEN BULLETIN FOR STRONG WINDS AND ROUGH SEAS

~ 1 time per day

Existing Capacities for Forecasting



➢ International FORECASTs 

➢ FLEET FORECAST and SHIPPING FORECAST

~ 2 times per day

Existing Capacities for Forecasting



Existing Capacities for Forecasting

➢ Warning for 

Cyclonic storms



Existing Capacities for Forecasting

➢ Advisory for strong winds and 

rough seas For Multi-day boats in     

deep sea areas 



Existing Capacities for Forecasting

➢ Advisory for strong winds and 

rough seas around the island 



Existing Capacities for Forecasting

https://www.meteo.gov.lk

➢ ‘Sayuru’ location-based 

free National Weather 

Alert and Warning 

Service for Day-boat 

Fishermen

Users ~ 100, 000+



Existing Capacities for Forecasting

https://rsmcnewdelhi.imd.gov.in/

https://incois.gov.in/portal/osf/osf.jsp

https://www.ioc-sealevelmonitoring.org/map.php

https://rsmcnewdelhi.imd.gov.in/
https://incois.gov.in/portal/osf/osf.jsp
https://www.ioc-sealevelmonitoring.org/map.php
https://www.ioc-sealevelmonitoring.org/map.php
https://www.ioc-sealevelmonitoring.org/map.php


Existing Capacities for Forecasting

HRES-WAM (High RESolution WAve Model and wavewatch iii )



Gaps and Needs for Observation /Forecasting

• No observation networks ~ (only two tide gauges)

Need Observation Networks

• No marine model/experts ~ 

Need Experts ->  Trainings 

• No impacts thresholds for marine weather parameters ~ 

Need Studies ->  Researches 

• Communication gap between DOM and ground level ~ 

Need Information -> Dissemination Procedure/ 

Mechanism 
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