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Why use “best practices”?

• Efficient use of time
• Data interoperable, comparable, collatable 
• Greater trust in data
• Reproducible
• Collaborative opportunities
• Streamlined regulatory approval
• Higher funding success
• Improved systems interoperability
• IOC Medium-Strategy elements are ‘built on global 

standards and best practices’



Ocean Best Practice System 
OBPS

Vision: share broadly adopted ocean 
practices across research, operations, 
and applications.

● Repository
● Search and discovery
● Advocacy
● Journal - Frontiers

www.oceanbestpractices.org



OBPS & IOC

IOC-30: OBPS is 
established as an 

IODE/GOOS project 
through Decision 
IOC-XXX/7.2.1 

Steering Group 
founded with IOC 

members from 
IODE/GOOS/OSS

GOOS best 
practice 

endorsement 
process adopted

IOC-33 
across IOC OBPS 

Proposal 

2019

2020

2021

2022

2025OBPS becomes 
an IODE 

Programme 
Activity under 

ODIS 

https://goosocean.org/our-work/ocean-best-practices/goos-endorsement-process/
https://goosocean.org/our-work/ocean-best-practices/goos-endorsement-process/


OBPS today

Repository Evolution

20 Endorsed Best Practices

86 articles published in Frontiers

1177 2129

46486396
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GOOS Ocean Observing Report Card

www.ocean-ops.org/reportcard2020

http://www.ocean-ops.org/reportcard


OBPS today

OTGA-OBPS Training course

12 Decade Projects and Actions

Capacity Development: 

ADAPT Project

Led by IOCARIBE, supported by 
IODE Regional Training Center-RTC 

at INVEMAR and OTGA



Supporting ocean practices 
across IOC

● Enhancing FAIRness of documents.

● Expanding access and visibility via the repository.

● Improving discoverability: standardized metadata, search interface, clarifying content

● Promoting creation of best practices, OBPS advocacy. 

● Potential of endorsement of practices

● Encompass diverse ocean practices within the IOC.

Source: https://ioc-westpac.org/resources/



Next Steps

Transition the “IOC Ocean Best Practices System (OBPS) project” to the “IOC Ocean Best 
Practices System” under the IOC - all programmes and sub-commissions - with revised 
terms of reference (Annex 1 of Decision A-33/3.4.4)

Governance updated: Members of IOC programmes and regional sub-commissions nominate 
candidates to form part of the OBPS Steering Group. 

Financial implications: IOC programmes and sub commissions contribute a relatively small 
budget allocation to OBPS, for project management, software development and advocacy.
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THANK YOU
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