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Personal information  

Surname(s) / First name(s) Palazov Atanas
Address(es) 40, Parvi May

Telephone(s) +35952370484  

Fax(es) +35952370483

E-mail palazov@io

Nationality Bulgarian

Date of birth 06.09.1953

Gender Male
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Occupation or position held  

Main activities and responsibilities 
Name and address of employer 
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Acting 
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Occupation or position held Professor
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   2017 

Occupation or position held Deputy Director,  Professor

Main activities and responsibilities General Management

Name and address of employer Institute of Oceanology 
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2016 

Occupation or position held Head of Ocean Technology Department

Main activities and responsibilities Department Management

Name and address of employer Institute of Oceanology 

Type of business or sector Science
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Dates 2007  -  2015   

Occupation or position held Director,  Professor  

Main activities and responsibilities General Management 

Name and address of employer Institute of Oceanology – Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 

Type of business or sector Science 

                                                  Dates    2005  -     

Occupation or position held Head of Bulgarian National Oceanographic Data Centre 

Main activities and responsibilities Oceanographic Data Centre Management 

Name and address of employer Institute of Oceanology – Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 

Type of business or sector Science 

Dates 2004  -  2007 , Assoc. Professor            

Occupation or position held Head of Ocean Technology Department 

Main activities and responsibilities Department Management 

Name and address of employer Institute of Oceanology – Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 

Type of business or sector Science 

                                                   Dates   1985  -  2004             

Occupation or position held Researcher 

Main activities and responsibilities Marine researches 

Name and address of employer Institute of Oceanology – Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 

Type of business or sector Science 

Dates 1982  - 1984  

Occupation or position held Software engineer 

Main activities and responsibilities Systems development 

Name and address of employer  Central Laboratory  of Automation and Scientific Instrumentation, Sofia– BAS 

Type of business or sector Research and Development 

 
Education and training 

 

 
Dates 

 
1983  -  1987             

Title of qualification awarded PhD 

Principal subjects/occupational 
skills covered 

Mathematical modelling in engineering 

Name and type of organisation 
providing education and training 

 Technical University, Sofia 

Level in national or international 
classification 

 PhD of Technical Sciences 

                                                   Dates 1980  -  1981             

Title of qualification awarded Specialist of Applied Mathematics 

Principal subjects/occupational 
skills covered 

Mathematical modelling 

Name and type of organisation 
providing education and training 

Center of Applied Mathematics, Technical University, 
            Sofia 

Level in national or international 
classification 

 

Specialisation 
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                                                   Dates 1974  -  1979             

Title of qualification awarded Engineer 

Principal subjects/occupational 
skills covered 

Naval Architecture 

Name and type of organisation 
providing education and training 

Higher Institute of Mechanical and Electrical Engineering, Varna 

Level in national or international 
classification 

Magister of engineering 

A  

Personal skills and 
competences 

 

  

Mother tongue(s) Bulgarian 
  

Other language(s)  

Self-assessment  Understanding Speaking Writing 
European level (*)  Listening Reading Spoken interaction Spoken production  

English   C2  C2  C2  C2  C2 

Russian   C2  C2  C2  C1  C1 

 (*) Common European Framework of Reference for Languages 
  

Social skills and competences Excellent communication skills. Capability for establishing efficient and sustainable social 
contacts. Expressed social responsibility through frequent participation in charity actions.  

  

Organisational skills and 
competences 

Coordinator of 30 national and international projects.  
Participant in 40 national and international projects.  
Managing over 119 highly professional staff as executive director of the Institute of 
oceanology, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.  

  

Participation in governing 
bodies 

Vice chairman of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO          
2011-2015.   
Member of the IOC GOOS Steering Committee 2016-2018. 
Member of the EMODnet Steering Committee. 
Member of the BlackSeaGOOS Steering Committee. 
Founder, first coordinator and member of ODINBLACKSEA. 
Member of the General assembly of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 2008-2015. 
Chairman of the National Oceanographic Commission. 
Мember of the board of the Union of Scientists, Varna 2017-2021. 
Member of the Management Council of Varna local organization of the scientific and 
technical unions. 
Member of the Council of the Euro-Argo European Research Infrastructure Consortium 
(Euro-Argo ERIC). 
Member of EOOS Operations Committee. 
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Additional information More than 240 scientific publications and 3 inventions. 
More than 630 citations. 
More than 30 research cruises. 
Scientific supervisor of 14 graduate students. 
Scientific supervisor of 5 PhD students. 
Organizer and coordinator of national marine monitoring program. 
Initiator and designer of the National Operational Marine Observing System. 
Coordinator of BulARGO project and member of BlackSeaARGO initiative. 
National coordinator for Oceanographic data exchange in IODE/IOC.  
Member of the Inter-ministerial working group on an Integrated Maritime Policy. 
Member of the Monitoring Committee of the Operational Program "Maritime Affairs and 
Fisheries"  

Membership in national and 
international scientific 

associations and 
organizations 

 

    
   European Geosciences Union 

IEEE 
Union of Scientists in Bulgaria 
Scientific and Technical Union of Bulgaria 
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Selected projects  
   Coordinator of national and international projects: 

 
1. Monitoring program during Varna West drilling, Petreco SARL, 2004, Coordinator  
2. Monitoring program during Yuri Shimanov drilling, Petreco SARL, 2004, Coordinator 
3. Galata operational observing system for monitoring the marine environment, "Melrose 

Resources" Ltd., 2005-2006, Coordinator  
4. Monitoring of physical, chemical and biological characteristics of the sea water and the 

surrounding environment in the western part of the Black Sea, IO - BAS, 2006-2011, 
Coordinator 

5. Design and construction of the "System for monitoring of the marine environment in port 
areas and bays on the Bulgarian Black Sea coast" -POMOS, Executive Agency "Maritime 
Administration", 2007-2009, Coordinator  

6. Development of national research infrastructure as a Bulgarian component of the 
EuroARGO network (BulARGO), -Ministry of Education and Science, 2009-2013, 
Coordinator  

7. Monitoring of the Bulgarian marine waters in compliance of WFD, Ministry of Environment 
and Waters, 2012, Coordinator  

8. Monitoring of the Bulgarian marine waters in compliance of WFD, Ministry of Environment 
and Waters, 2013, Coordinator  

9. Monitoring of the Bulgarian marine waters in compliance of WFD, Ministry of Environment 
and Waters, 2014, Coordinator 

10. Monitoring of the Bulgarian marine waters in compliance of WFD, Ministry of Environment 
and Waters, 2015, Coordinator 

11. ASCABOS - A Supporting Programme for Capacity Building in the Black Sea Region 
towards Operational Status of Oceanographic Services, EC 6FP, 2005-2008, Coordinator 

12. Management of Oceanographic Data and Information of the Eastern Mediterranean and 
Black Sea, Bulgaria-Greece cooperation program, NSF-MES, БГ-20, 2005-2008, National 
coordinator 

13. SIBEMA - Scientific and institutional capacity building for implementing European marine 
policy in Black Sea Region, Co-Operation Programme Between Flanders and Bulgaria, 
2006-2008, National coordinator 

14. Bio-Optical Characterization of the Black Sea for Remote Sensing Applications, NATO-
SPS, 2009-2013, Co-Director 

15. “MyOcean - Development and pre-operational validation of upgraded GMES Marine Core 
Services and capabilities, EC 7FP, 2010-2012, National coordinator 

16. “MyOcean 2 - Development and pre-operational validation of upgraded GMES Marine 
Core Services and capabilities”, EC 7FP, 2012-2014, National coordinator 

17. „E-AIMS: Euro Argo Improvements for the GMES Marine Service”, EC 7FP, 2013-2015, 
National coordinator 

18. MyOcean Follow-On: Pre-operational marine service continuity in transition towards 
Copernicus”, H2020-Adhoc-2014-20, 2014-2015, National coordinator 

19. Improved Marine Waters Monitoring (IMAMO), EEA FM, 2015-2017, Coordinator 
20. Marine litter, eutrophication and noise assessment tools (MARLEN), EEA FM, 2015-2017, 

Coordinator 
21. Sea basin checkpoint LOT NO: 4 – Black Sea, EC DG MARE, EMFF/2014/1.3.1.3 - 

MARE/2014/09 – Lot 4, 2015-2018, Coordinator 
22. CMEMS Black Sea Monitoring and Forecasting Center, Contract 24-BS-MFC 

BS-MFC Copernicus Marine Environment Service, 2016-2018, Coordinator  
23. CMEMS Black Sea Monitoring and Forecasting Center, Contract 72-CMEMS-MFC-BS-N 

BS-MFC Copernicus Marine Environment Service, 2018-2021, Coordinator 
24. Euro-Argo Research Infrastructure Sustainability and Enhancement — Euro-Argo RISE, 

H2020-INFRADEV-2018-2020/H2020-INFRADEV-2018-1, 2019-2022, National 
coordinator 

25. Infrastructure for sustainable development of marine research and participation of Bulgaria 
in the European infrastructure Euro-Argo, National roadmap for scientific infrastructure 
(2020-2027), Coordinator 

26. CMEMS Black Sea Monitoring and Forecasting Center, Contract 24252L04-COP-MFC 
BLK-5400 BS-MFC Copernicus Marine Environment Service, 2025-2028, Coordinator 
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